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The "Tenor of the OATH to be 'Tendered to the 
. .CHURCHW.ARDENS and . SIDE- MEN 
of every © Pariſh ws the Dioceſs. of WORCES- 
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\ s OW ſhatl Swear troely and faithfully,ac- 

cording to the* beſt 'of your Skill and 
knowledge, $9 execite the Office of Church- 
 WarderywithinyourParifh for this preſeat year 
and le prevent ſuch things and Perſons, as, 


to..your knowledge, are preſentable by the 
Laws Eccleſiaſtical of this Realm" So belpyou 
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ARTICLES 


Of Viſitation and Enquiry withinthe 
DIOCESS of WORCESTER. 


Miz w — — W— CCC——— 


TIT. L. 


Concerning Churches and Chappels, with the Ornaments. 
and Furniture thereunto belonging. 


T MANS S pour Yariſþ- Church o2 Chappel kept in 
af ' avod Saſs in all parts of it, with ſuch 

I cleanlineſs, decency, andoader, as become« 

* KSPED eth a Pouſe dedicated tothe Pablick Woz-- 
, CH fþip and Service of God *- . 

aiay 11. Þath anp thing belonging to them, as 

Bells, Leay_c2. the like been ſold oz em- 
bezelled ? When, and by whom? - - 

111 Js there. a Font of Stone, with a good cover to jt, ftand-- 
ing in a convenient place, towards the lower part of pour 
Church, . foz” the Adminiftration of Baptiſme ? ' And is there in 
your Chancel a decent. Communion-Table, with a fair Car- 
pet of Silk, oz fine Cloath , with another of fine Linnen, to 
fpzead thereon at the Apminiſtration of the Lozd's Supper ?- 
And bave, you a fair, Communion-Cup oz Chalice with a Co- 
ver of Silver, and one o2 moze Flagons of Silver oz Pewter 
belonging to that Service ? 

. Iv, Pave pou in pour ſaid Cyyrch oz Chappel a-convenient 
Seat oz Pew foz pour Winifter to read Divine Service in: a 
Pulpit, with a comelp Cloath oz Cuſhion foz the ſame : a Bi- 
ble of the talt Tranſlationin a large Uolume, and two Books 
of Common-P2zayer, one foz the Binifter, and' the other foz the | 
Clerk, all well and ſubſjantially bound?- Pave pou likewiſe ' ,, 
rye Book of Yomilies ſet fozth by Authozity ? A Book of Ca« 
nons and. Conſtitutions Ecclefiaſtical, The Book of Thirty: ' 
Fine Articles of Religion, aydapzinted Table of thedegrees 
wyerem Marriage is: Props ted? Pave you. alſo Yis Paje- 
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ties .P2oclamation.commanded to be read yearly upon the 
Sundap befoze the Thirtieth-day of January? N 

V. Yave poua comely large Surplice,and other D2naments 
foz pour Piniſter, accozding to his Degree, to wear in bis pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations,foz2 outwarddecency and diſtinction ? 

VI. Yave pout a-Book of Parchment, wherein are Regiftred 
the Names of. all ſuch perſons as are Parried, Chziſtened 
and Buried within your Parilþ ? And is the Tranſcript there- 
© ofpearly, withina month nextafter the 25th of March, bzought 

into the Biſbops Regiſtry ? 
- VII. Pave poulikewiſe another Book of Paper, wherein to 
Kecozd the Names and Licences of ali ſuch ftrangers}ag arejad- 
mitted,at any time,'to Pzeach-in pour Thurch oz Chappel ?. As 
alſo a third Book wherein to wzite down the Church-wardens 
Accounts; and ſuch ſums of MDonep as have been collected 
in pour Pariſh, -upon any Bziefs that have-come-unto it : 
together with a ſtrong Cheſt with Locks and Keyes, whetein to 
keep the afezeſaid Books, and.all otber the afoze-mentioned 
Furniture in ſafe cuſtody ? And laſtly, Yave you-a Bier, with a 
Black Derſe-cloth foz the Burial of the Dead? **' >” 


T--4--Js © 
.Concerning the Church-yard; the Houſes, Glebe, 
and Tithes belonging to the Church. 


J* pour Church-pard ſufficiently fenced, and kept from 
all Annopance? Yath any perſon encroached upon the 
ſame, oz cut down the Trees therein? nn 
IE. Is the Panfion-houſe ofpour Piniſter, bith all other bouſes 
thereunto belonging, kept in good repair ? Pave any of them 
been pulled down, oz defaced ? Pave any encroached upon the 
Land thereto belonging oz feli'd the Trees thereon growing ? 
INI. Pave you a perfect Tercier ofall Glebe-lands, Gardens, 
D:chards and Tenements belonging to your Parſonage oz 
Uicarage ? Alſo a particular Lift of ſuch Penfions ,. Tithes, 
Kents, Cuſtoms, and other yearly Pzofits within oz without 
pour Pariſþ, as belong thereto? Are any of them withheld 
from pour Miniſter ? And by whom ? 
Iv. -Pave anp ofthe Antient Glebe-lands belonging to pour 
JParſonage oz Uicarage been taken away,oz alienated by Leaſe, 
Sale, oz Trchange, without Licence from the D2dinary, and 
the 
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Articles of Viſitation. * p 
the free conſent of the Incumbent? Pave any Encloſures been 
made in your Pariſh, to the detriment of the Church ? 


he 


ſ— 
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TIF. UL 
Concerning Miniſters. 


1.LS your PDiniſier Tpiſcopally D:dained Pzieſt oz Dex» 

k Con, accozding to the Laws of che Church of Eng- 
land : on 

II. Js be defamed, oz ſuſpected to have obtained either þis 
Benefice oz Daders bp any Simontacal compar: ? 

HI. Yath be been legally Inftituted and Inducted into his 
Benefice : and did he, within two monthes, after bis Induction, 
publickly in the Church, upon ſome Sunday, o2 Yolpday, in 
the time of Divine Service, Kead the 39 Articles of rhe Church 
of England , and there publickly declare vis aſſent thereun- 
to* 

IV. Path be any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice , oz doth be ſupply 
any other Church befides þis own ? Js be conſtantly refident 
among pou, 92 is be at any time, foz any long ſeaſon, abſent ? 
Path ve a ſetled Turate to aſſiſt bim in bis abſence? As thax 
Curate an able, diſcreet, and Confozmable perſon,;Licenſed 
by the Bilbop, reſiding and attending onlp upon that Cure ? 
And bath he a competent allowance accozding to the value of 
the Living ? 

V. Doth pour Parſon, Uicar, oz Curate, Kead the daily 
Mozning and evening Service, with the Second Service'( as 
it is pzeſcribed) on Sundayes and Polydapes ? Dotb be read 
alſo the Litany on Sundapes, as {ikewiſe on Wedneſdayes 
and Frydayes. And doth he in Reading the Services , and 
inthe Adminiſtration of the Poly Sacraments, Celeb2zation of 
Marriage, Churching of Women after Cyild-birth, Uifita- 
tron of the Sick, Burial ofthe Dead, and Pzonouncing Gods 
Commination againſt -impenitent ſinners, uſe the Fozm and 
woads pzeſcribed-in the Book of Common-P2ayer, without 
any addition, omiſſion, oz alteration of the ſame? And doth 
be uſe all ſuch Kites and Ceremonies in all parts of Divine 
Service , as are appointed in the ſaid Book ? 

VI: Doth pour WViniſter, at the Keading and Celebzating 
the Divine offices in your Church,oz Chappel, conſtantly wear 
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the Strplice, together with ſuch other Scholaſtical habit,as is 
ſuitable ro his Degree ? | 

- VII, Doth pour Piniſter give pou notice of, and duly obſerve 
Polpdaps, Feſtivals, o2 Feaſis, with other Solemy. times, 
as Ember and Kogation Weeks, acco2ding as it is by Laws 
and Canons of this Church appointed ? 

VIII, Path pour Dinifter been licenced fo officiate,bp the Bi- 
{op of this Dioceſs, oz eitherof the two Univerfities > Doth 
be, being thus licenced, diligently read Divine Service, and 
P2zeach every Lozds-day in your Church oz Chappel, unleſs 
bindred by Sickneſs, oz reaſonable abſence ? And in ſuch ca- 
ſes doth he pzocuce ſome lawful Diniſter to read Pzapers, to 
Þ2each and perfozm otherDiniſtercal duties ? 

1%. Doth your Miniſter conſtantly on Sundayes in the afcer- 
noon, immediately after the ſecond Leſſon diligently inſtruct 
the pouth of pour Pariſþ in the Church Catechiſm? And doth 
be paepare and preſent them, being ſo inſtructed, to be Confirm- 
ed by the Biſhop ? And doth he endeavour to reclaimali ÞPo- 
piſh Kecuſants,and other Sectaries (if anp ſuch be inhabiting 
within pour Pariſþ) to the true KReligron eftablied in the 
Church of England, and their bounden duty in obeying the 
Laws, and ſubmitting to the Government thereof? 

RX, Doth pdur Viniftec celevzate the Sacrament ofthe Lozvg 
Supper ſo often every pear, that every Pariſhioner map re. 
ceive thaice at leaſt? And doth he repel{ choſe that owgbt 
not to be admitted, giving anaccount of them to the Biſhop ? 

XI. As be ready to Ulifit the Sick,and to Baptize Infanes that: 

are in danger of death ? Js there any Infant, oz other perſon, 
by bis default Unbaptized in your Pariſh? Doth he uſe 6 
Baptize anp without God-fathers oz God-mothers oz admit 
either of the Parents to be Godfather oz Godmother to their 
own Cyild, cz doth he Baptizeany at home, ercept in caſe of 
imminent danger ? 
X11. Path heat any time (as you know, oz bave beard ) 
Pzeached any Falſe, Yeretical, Sedetrous, oz Schiſmatical 
Docrins, thereby to ſeduce the People into Parties and Fa. 
tons, t the diſturbance of the Publick Peace, and Unity eityer 
ef Church oz State ? 

X1IT. Bath he paeſumed to Parry any Perſons in p2t- 
vate Youſes ? D2 ſuch as being umder age, have not the conſent 
sf their Parents, v2 Ganrdians ? D2without the Banns firſt 
Pugbliſþd cn thace Sundays v2 Yolydaxes in the Ts 2 
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D: at any other Yours than between Eigyt and Twelve in the 
mo2ning, unleſs he had a Licence ſo to do ? 

xlv. Path pour Miniſter taken upon þim to appoint any pub- 
lick oz pzivate Faſts, Pzopþecying oz Exerciſes not appornted 
by Autbozity ? Dz doth he oz anp other, either Piniſter, oz 
Lap-perſon, hold any Conventicles, oz Deetings in pzivate 
houſes within pour Pariſh, foz People of ſeveral Famalies 
to reſozt unto, under the pzetence of Pzeaching , Pzaying , 
Thanksgiving, o2 Yumiliation, contrary to the Laws and Ca- 
nons in that cafe p2ovided ? 

XV. Is your Diniſter confo2mable to the bolp ule , and 
Gzeat Example of our Lozd Jcfus Chrift? Js he a Panof a 
ſiudious,ſober, peaceable and exemplary life, foz ſanctity, cha- 
rity and induſtry in his Calling ? Js be grave, modeft and re- 
gular in bis outward demeanour, without Uanitp in his hair, 
and bis Apparel ſuch as mapdiſtinguiÞ him from the Laity, 8s 
the Canons of the Church require ? Js bis diſcoucſe and 
whole converſation becoming a Winiſter of the Goſpel , who 
remembers the great account be muſt give foz his own and 
other Pens Souls committed to his care? Dz ishe in any 


Kind whatCſover Diſozderlp and Scandalous. 
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TIT. IV. | 
Concerning the Pariſhioners. - 


I: Ke there any in pour Pariſþ that are reputed -Yere= * 


ticks,oz2 Schiſmaticks , refufing Communion with 
the Chnrch of England, oz pzofeſſing any other Keligion than 
what is eſtablilÞed in this Church, ſeducing others from it,and 
railing again\i1it? Are there any convicted Papiſts, known Ana- 
baptiſts, Familifis, Quakers, or other Separatiſts in pour Pariſh ? 

II. 3s there any perſon in your Pariſh, that lyerþ under any 
Common Fame, oz Uebement ſuſpition of Adultery, Foznica- 
tion, 02 inceſt ? Are there any common D2unkards, Swear- 
ers 02 Blaſphemers of Gods Bame,and his boly Wozd ? Are 
any noted foz Rajlers, Unclean and Filthy Talkers, oz Sow- 
ers of Sedition, oz Living in diſcozd and contention ? 

11, Doany of pour Pariſh upon Sundays, oz Yolpdayes, 
follow their bodilp, oz oz2dinarp Labour, oz permit their ſer- 
vants to to dy Are any Shops kept open, oz Wares ſold ? ; 
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do any Clintners. Jnn-keepers, o2 Uictuallers, and ſellerg gf 
Ale and Beer , ſuffer any perſons to tipple,, oz Gamein their 
bouſes upon thoſe,dayes ? COTS 

IV. Doth everp perſon inhabiting and ſozourning within pour 
Pariſþ duly reſozt unto your Church, 02 Chappel, upon everp 
Sundap and Yolpday appointed foz Divine-Service? Do thep 
then quietly abide with Keverence, Þ2der, aud decency, dy- 
ring all the whole time of Common-Pzayer, Pzeaching , oz 
other Service of God there uſed? Andare there any among 
pou that come only to the Pzeaching, and not fo the Common- 

P2apers of the Church ? 
| V, Doth every perſon uncover bis bead, a nd ſo continue all 
the time of Divine- Secviceand Sermon in the;Church ? Do thep 
all Keverentlp kneel at the ÞPzapers,and ſtand up when the Creed 
and Goſpel are Kead, making Due UKeverence when the 
Name of our Lozd Jeſus is mentioned ? 

VI. Are there any in pour Parifþ that refuſe to ſend their 
Infant Childzen to be Baptized publickly in the Church, un- 
leſs in caſe of urgent danger 3 in which caſe the Child may be 
Baptized at-home by the lawful Piniſter, after the Fozm and 
Rites appointed in the Liturgy? Dz do they ſend them from 
tbeir own Miniſter to be Baptized in any other Pariſhes, oz 
make uſe of any other Winiſter to Baptize, when their own is 
at home? 2 do they keep their Childzen any longer unbaptj. 
zed than the Church alloweth ? And are there any Infants oz 
moze Aged perſons in pour Pariſh as pet unbaptized? Who 
are thep, and of what agez 

VII. Doth every Pouſebolder in pour Pariſh cauſe their 
Cyhildzen, Appzentices and Servants, to learn the Church- 
Catechiſm, and give account of it to pour Miniſter, as he ſþa{l 
require ft in rþe Church on Sundayes, oz Yolydayes, as itis 
appointed ? And when thep are therein well mſtructed, do thep 
take care to have tbem bzought by the Miniſter to Confirmatis= 
on, when occaſion is offered by the Biſhop, foz the increaſe of 
all Spiritual Gifrs and Graces in them ? 

VIH. Is tbere anp perſon in your Pariſþ, who being Sixteen 
years of age, doth not Receive the Sacrament of the Lords Sup. 
per, atleaſt thzee times in the-year,of which Eafter is alwapes 
to be one?-Doth any in pour Pariſh refyſe to Receive cbe 
ſame kneeling, oz fzom the hands of pour own Miniſter , re- 
pairing foz it to other Pariſhes, and- Piniſters abroad? 

Ix. Yave pou any among pou that-be- gg $--- 
declare 
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declared-Excommunicate for any Crime committed > Powlong \* 


bave thep been ſo Txcommunicated ? And. do. any of your Þa- 
riſþ keep Society with them, before they be Reconciled to the 
Church, and Abſolved ? 

X. Are there anp living in your Parilþ. as Pan and Wife, 
who ace'not ſo, o2 who-are within the degrees pzohibited ? Dr 
any that being lawfully Divozced, have Parried again ? Dz 
any that being lawfully Married, and not ſeparated o2 Divoz- 
ced by courſe of Law, do not cohabit together ? 

x1. Are there any Parried Women in pour Pariſh, who af. 
ter their Deftvery from the peril of Childbirth, refuſe ro make 
their Publick Thanksgiving toiGodiin the Church ? and when 
they eome:'ſa tado, do. thep come decently apparelled; and make 
their Dfferings acco2ding to Cuſtom? - | | | 

XII: Are there anp of pour Pariſh who refuſe'to pay their 
Eaſter-Mfferings, and other Duties to-pour Minifter;3-o2to-pap 
> =" Moi on them foz ths repair and Paoviſns uf the 

Urea © , Ae o A dpevnad's 1.1.07" 

XII. Doanp refuſe to bury their Dead accozding tothe. Bites 
of the Church of England ? And are there any Wills oz Teſta- 
ments of Perſons dead in your Pacifþ, that be yet unpeoved 2 
Dz any Goods Adminiſtred witþout a dne Grant feom-che De» 
dinary? Did.any, dping in-your Pariſh, or elſewhere, leave any 
Legacy to your Church or Chappel, oz ta the ufe of the Paoz, 
0z to any other pious. and charitable purpoſes ? What were 
thoſe Legacies, and how bave they been beſtowed? | 

XKlv. Do pou know,oz have pou beard of any inpour Pariſh, 
who having the Pzeſentation of an Ecclefiaſtical Living, bath 
made any Simoniacal Compact, oz gain thereby, either in Po- 
ney, o2 bp reſerve of any part of the Tithes, oz Glebe belong- 
ing to that Benefice? TIT 

XV. Yave any Pews o2 Seats been erected in pour Church 
v2 Chippel, without leave from the Dzdinary-? Js there any 
ſirife or Contentton about Seats in the Church ? Yaveany occa- 
fioned Kiot,Clamoue,oz Fighting in the Church at any time? 


Concerning Parih Clerks and Sextons. 
H=- pou belonging to pour Church 02 Chappelry a Þa- 


I, 
rifþ-Clerk of honeſt Life and-Converſation ? And doth 
be perform bis Dutp in grading, Writing and Singing ? Is 


_— 


_ —_—————_———_— 


LE hen is i aha 


"\w 


Articles of Viſitation; --: 


he choſen by your Dinifter ? and, Doth'he duly attend him in 


all Divine Services at your Church: ? And are bis wages duly 


paid unto him ? 


1I, Dotb be oz pour Sexton take care of the Church, to keep 
it Lock'd andTlean, to open the Doors, and to King the Bells 
in-due time; fo call the Living to the Wozſhþip of God ; Allo 
£oadmoniſh them, by Tolling of a Paſſing-Bell,of any thatare 
Dying, therebp to meditate of their own death,and to commend 
the others weak condition to the Percy of God ? 


C_ 


B14 7 VI. 
Concerning Hoſpi ifals and Alms-houſes,Schools,School- 
. Maſters, Phy filenk Chirargicns: and Midwives. 


| "V V Doſpital, Alms-houſe, 02 Free-School, hath 
been Founded-in-your Pariſh ? - Are thep fo ozder- 
ed in the Kevenue and Uſe as the Founders appointed. and the 
Law of the Land allows > - 
I; What School-Waffer, pzivate o2 oublick, is there im 
pour Pariſþ? Js he Licenſed by the Biſhop? Doth be teach his 
Scholars tn the Carechbiim oE-Keligton ſet forth by Authozi itp: 


Doth þe cauſe them upon Sundays and Pbiydaps ozderly to re-- 
pair to your Chureh- 02 Chappel, And ſee that they behave 
themſelves there quietly and reverentlyduring the time of Di- 
vine Service-and Sermon? | 

TIF. Do any in your Pariſþ pzactice Phyfick, Chyrurgery, v2 
KL EFEETI yrs Licence Trot theDzdinary?' 


8 1 T. vn 
Queries to be put to the Miniſter, concerning the 
Church-wardens and Side-men. 


1 A; Be the Chirrch+wardeys of your Pariſh pearlp and duly 
choſone-by-tbe jopnt conſent of the Pinifter and Pa- 
Serra ; 47 one of thesÞy h7PQifter.and the other by the. 

riſhioners 

II. Pate the *62mer and lat Cynich-warbers.given up their 
Accompts duly to the-Pariſþ, and deliveeed-up to the ſucceed- 
ing Church- tvaryens, the Pony remaining-in their bands,toge- 
wore with all other:things belonging. to. your. Church oz Chaps 
pe ?- Ta 
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111, Do pour Church-wardens and Side-men diligently take 
notice of their fames,who, without a ſufficient cauſe, are ab- 
ſeut from Divine Service and Secmons on the Loay's dayes, 
and other Yolydapes ? Do they, by Warrant from the next 
4 Juſtices, Levy Twelve-pence, by way of Diſtreſs ( accozding 
? to Law ) upon their Goods, in caſe thep refuſe to pay it, oz 

"if their wilful and cauſeleſs abſence? And is the Poney ſo Le- 
- vped diſtributed to the Pocz of yolir Pariſh, and kept uponac- 

count in a Book.? 

Iv. Do thep paeſent them that come late to Church, after 
Divine Service is begun, oz depart befoze it be ended? Do 
thep ſuffer any to ſtand idle, oz talk together in the Church» 
ÞPozcb, . v2. walk in the Church, oz Chuzch-pard, during the 
time of Pzaper, Pzeaching,. oz other Sacred Iffices ? 

V. Do they, againſt every Communion appointed in pour 
Church oz Chappel, p2ovidea ſufficient quantity of Fine Whice 
Bzead, andof good Wine, accozding to the number of Com- 
municants ? = on he api 

VI. Do thep cauſe all Strangers that Pzeach in your Church, 
o2 Chappel, to ſubſcribe their names the ſame bay, ina Book: 

| 20vided foz that purpoſe, . together with the Name of the Þ: > 
Top that Licerfed them to Þ7*ach in this Dioceſs? ,And do 
q they permit no other to Peach? | 
'VIL Pave they CtheChurchgwardens, and Sive-mern ) wh6 
are togivein a true anſwer, upon their Dathes, unto all theſe 
Articles of Enquiry, in their ſeveral Titles, taken ſufficient 
E time to d2aw up tbeir Pzeſentments at home; befoze thep come 
"% to the Uiſitarion ? And have they therein conſulted with you. 
their Piniſter foz your faithful aſſiſtance ? 


E2 both you and thy are ſcriouffy to conſider, that as the 
faithful diſcharge of your Truſts, according to your Du- 
ties, or Oaths, is a ſpecial means to Repreſs and reform all Sins 
and Diſorders in your Pariſhes, and. ſo to Preſerve the Honor of 
Religion, and the Peace of this: Church, to the Glory of our 
God aud Saviour ( which are the great Uſes and Ends of all 
Church-Government and Yiſitations : ).. So if you negle your 
Duties therein, by refuſing to preſent ſuch Crimes ant Faults, . 
as either you know to have been committed, or otherwiſe have 
heard of by publick Fame ; you will not only Sin againft God, 
your Conſciences and the. Churches Pzoſperity, and conſe- 
quently draw upon. your ſclycs the Guilt of being acceſſary to 
the- 
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the faid Decay.of. geligion, butzlſo. become liable to thoſe Pun. 
iſbments, which, in caſc of williul Omiſſion and Perjury, are, 


by the Law, tobe Inflidhed on you for your Defaults, -and muft 
e Biſhop and his Officers will proceed again( you 
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rs of every Pariſþ are defired to-gibe-in the 
of ſuch of the-younger fozr, in their feverat Pa. 
they ſþall think fit toreceive Contirmation- from the 
im to be Confirmed ; Efpeci- 
Kearned their Catechiſm, 
nron. And every 'pert 
a God-father, oz dio» 
on, as is appointey by 


rilbes, | 
BilÞop, and to pzefent them to 
allp ſuch as having competen 
not -yet Received the Yoly 

that is to be Confirmed, is t 
ther, as a Witneſs, atcheir: 
eBook of Common-Pzaxer.. - 


